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HONORING OHIOANS 
By Vicky Prahin 
 
At this yearôs national convention in Schaumburg, Illinois, 
two of ACB-Ohioôs members will receive special  
recognition.  
 
Thanks to ACB and JPMorgan Chase, Malaina 
VanderWal was selected to be one of five Leadership 
Fellows. She lives in Caledonia, Michigan. She is a 
graduate of Grand Rapids Community College with an 
Associate in Arts degree. She shares her knowledge and 
expertise through the programs offered by Michigan 
Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired, of which she is a past president of her local 
chapter. Malaina volunteers in her local community in support of advocacy efforts for 
better transportation and is a member of Concerned Citizens for Improved Transporta-
tion. She serves on the ACB-Ohio board and enjoys being a member of Blind Infor-
mation Technology Specialists, and she serves on many committees as well.  

  
The Durward K. McDaniel (DKM) Fund Committee seeks to 
identify and honor two ACB members who demonstrate 
leadership potential with the DKM First-Timers Award on an 
annual basis, one from east and one from west of the Missis-
sippi River. This year, Ohio is proud to report that Janae Miller, 
president of the Columbus chapter, was chosen as the award 

winner from the East. She joined ACBO as a college student 
while at Wright State University. She has participated as a 
member of the legislative committee for two years and in the 
virtual and in-person DC Leadership Conference. She loves 
music and the arts and has sung both professionally and 
nonprofessionally, currently as an active member and volun-
teer of the Harmony Project, a Columbus nonprofit organization 

where people can embrace their differences and build social harmony.  
 
Janae has a degree in communication studies and a minor in sociology with a focus in 
the area of social change, which has led her to set a life goal to make the world a 
better place for all disabled persons, especially the blind and hearing impaired. She 
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