Bold Buckeyes Fundraising Toolkit
2026 ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk — ACB-Ohio
Welcome, walkers!
Thank you for joining the Bold Buckeyes, ACB-Ohio's team for the ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk. Whether this is your first fundraiser or your fifteenth, this toolkit has everything you need: the key details, tips that work, and ready-to-use messages you can send today. Every step you take and every dollar you raise supports ACB and ACB-Ohio. Happy walking!
The basics
1. When and where: Walk wherever works for you — at the ACB-Ohio summer picnic on Saturday, July 11 at Hogback Ridge Park; in St. Louis at the ACB national convention, July 24–31; with your chapter, family, or friends; or on your own.
1. Your goal, your pace: Walk 1 mile or 10. Each walker sets their own distance and fundraising goal.
1. Sign up to walk: Bold Buckeyes Walk Sign-Up Form
1. Donation link to share: Donate to the Bold Buckeyes
1. Suggested gift: $36, honoring the 36th anniversary of the ADA (July 26, 1990) — but every gift of any size counts.
Eleven tips for a successful fundraiser
1. Start with the samples, then make them yours. This toolkit includes a sample email, social media post, and text message. Use them as written or, better yet, tweak them so they sound like you. People give to people, and your own words go further than any template.
1. Share your why. Why does ACB matter to you? If you can share a short, personal example of how ACB or ACB-Ohio has touched your life, donors will feel that connection too. This fundraiser supports both, so a story about either one helps show why our work matters.
1. Reach out directly. Social media is great for spreading the word, but most people respond to a personal ask. A quick email, text, or phone call to someone you know will almost always do more than a post alone.
1. Be personal and professional. When you reach out, you are an ambassador for ACB. Reread your message before you send it to make sure it is polite, friendly, and well edited. If you are making calls, plan what you want to say, including how to help if someone has questions about donating and how to respond graciously if they decline.
1. Don't be afraid to ask. If you are wondering whether it is okay to reach out to someone, it probably is. As long as you are polite and not pushy, it never hurts to ask. Think about family, friends, co-workers (check your workplace's fundraising rules first), people from your church, club, or neighborhood, and local businesses you frequent, like your favorite restaurant or hair salon.
1. Follow up, gently. Most people need a reminder or two. A good rhythm: reach out before the walk, again right after to share how it went, and one final time a few weeks later. If someone has already donated or said no, don't ask again. A few well-spaced reminders are helpful; more than that starts to feel like nagging.
1. Be gracious, every time. If someone can't donate, thank them warmly and leave it there. If someone does donate, thank them personally and privately. Gracious responses reflect well on you and on ACB, and they make people glad to support us again in the future.
1. Share your goals. Each walker sets their own goal. Are you walking the ½ mile along the Braille Trail at the picnic? 5 miles in St. Louis? Hoping to raise $200? Tell people! These details help donors feel connected to you and your effort.
1. Every dollar counts. Big fundraising numbers can feel intimidating. Don't let them be. Every single donation helps ACB and ACB-Ohio, and your donors should feel that from you. You and they are making a real difference, whatever the amount.
1. Tell people where the money goes. ACB-Ohio's share supports our Matching Grants program, which helps offset the cost of adaptive equipment for Ohioans who are legally blind, including talking watches, magnifiers, braille devices, and digital reading devices. It also supports chapter projects like events and transportation to our state convention. The rest supports ACB's national programs. If you have benefited from one of these programs yourself, say so. Donors love knowing exactly what their gift makes possible.
1. Suggest $36. A suggested amount helps donating feel doable. We picked $36 to honor the 36th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, signed on July 26, 1990. If a different amount fits your donors better, go with that.
Sample email
Subject: Will you walk with me (or cheer me on)?
Dear [Name],
This July, I'm lacing up my shoes for the 2026 ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk as part of the Bold Buckeyes, the team of the American Council of the Blind of Ohio. [Share your plan: I'll be walking ½ mile along the Braille Trail at the ACB-Ohio summer picnic on July 11 / I'll be walking in St. Louis at the ACB national convention.]
[Share your why, in a sentence or two: ACB-Ohio's Matching Grants program helped me get my first braille display / ACB has connected me with friends and mentors across the country.]
Money raised supports ACB's national programs and ACB-Ohio's Matching Grants program, which helps Ohioans who are legally blind afford adaptive equipment like talking watches, magnifiers, braille devices, and digital readers.
Would you consider a gift of $36, in honor of the 36th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act? Any amount truly helps. You can donate here: Donate to the Bold Buckeyes.
And if you'd rather walk than give (or do both!), join us: Sign up to walk.
Thank you so much for considering it. It means a lot to me.
Warmly,
[Your name]
Sample social media post
This July I'm walking in the 2026 ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk with the Bold Buckeyes, ACB-Ohio's walk team! [I'll be walking ½ mile along the Braille Trail at the ACB-Ohio picnic on July 11 / I'll be walking in St. Louis at the ACB national convention.]
Every dollar supports the American Council of the Blind and ACB-Ohio's Matching Grants program, which helps Ohioans who are legally blind afford adaptive equipment like braille devices, magnifiers, and talking watches.
Will you chip in $36 to honor 36 years of the Americans with Disabilities Act? Every gift, large or small, moves us forward.
Donate: https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E144393&id=109&cfifid=92
Walk with us: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsBKaJXTQn-beQdpEAgr6SDeFkIwhLYhfZIOZvoJhryZau-w/viewform
Sample text message
Hi [Name]! This July I'm walking in the Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk to raise money for the American Council of the Blind and ACB-Ohio. Would you consider a gift of $36 (or any amount)? Here's the link: [donation link]. Thanks for thinking it over — it means a lot!
After the walk
Two small things make a big difference after the walk. First, thank every donor personally and privately. Second, share how it went — how far you walked, who you walked with, what the day was like. People who haven't given yet often will once they see your story, and people who did give will feel great about it.
Questions?
Contact Lori DeWine at acbo.director@gmail.com or text/call her at (937)271-8318. 
Thank you for walking with us — every step counts!
